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Hiawatha Community School 
Kevin Oldenburg, Principal 

Natasha Parker-Galyen, Assistant Principal 
 

Hiawatha Campus            Howe Campus    
4201 42nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406        3733 43rd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN  55406 
School Hours: 8:40 A.M. to 3:10 P.M.         School Hours: 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  
Telephone Numbers                                        Telephone Numbers 
Office:   612-668-4610          Office:              612-668-4640   
FAX:    612-668-4620         FAX:   612-668-4650    
ELL/ESL Spanish Line: 612-668-4629         Spanish Line:            612-668-4640 
Attendance/Health: 612-668-4614         Attendance/Health: 612-668-4645   
                                                                          Transportation:       612-668-2300   
  

MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
To ensure that all students learn. We support their growth into knowledgeable, skilled and confident citizens capable of succeeding in 

their work, personal, family and community lives into the 21st century. 

 

 
 
 

HIAWATHA COMMUNITY SCHOOL’S MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Hiawatha School is to maximize individual student potential through the use of technology, differentiation, critical 

thinking, and high expectations within a nurturing and diverse community of lifelong learners.
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Hiawatha Community 
School Academic Rigor 
           
The education of students requires a 
cooperative effort between home 
and school.  Both must fulfill their 
responsibilities if the students are to 
reach their highest intellectual 
potential and achieve competency in 
the basic skills.  The school is 
responsible for providing an 
educational program that will meet 
the student’s academic needs.  We 
strive to maintain an educational 
program that will be intellectually 
challenging and foster the 
development of academic and 
problem-solving skills. 
 

         Start Times    

 
Hiawatha Campus 

 Main Office Telephone number – 
612-668-4610 

 School Hours: 8:40 A.M. – 3:10 
P.M. 

 Students should arrive at school 
after 8:30 A.M. 

 We do not have supervision for 
students before 8:30 A.M. 

Howe Campus 

 Main Office Telephone number – 
612-668-4640 

 School Hours: 8:30 A.M. – 3:00 
P.M. 

 Students should arrive at school 
after 8:20 A.M. 

 We do not have supervision for 
students before 8:20 A.M. 

   Assemblies 
Student conduct should always be 
appropriate.  Appropriate conduct is 
defined as: 

 

 Arriving quietly and orderly 

 Sitting in an assigned area 

 Listening courteously during the 
program 

 Applauding at the appropriate 
times 

 Waiting quietly until dismissed 

 Exiting with the class in an orderly 
manner 

 Only appropriate conduct by our 
students is acceptable.  He/she 
may be asked to leave and/or not 
attend future programs if his/her 
behavior is inappropriate. Award 
Assemblies take place every 
marking period in the gym.  These 
assemblies are designed to 
celebrate attendance and the 
great things that our students are 
doing in school.  Throughout the 
school year, we have various 
assembly programs that are 
intended to compliment the 
curriculum. 

Student of the Month Assemblies will 
be at Howe on Wednesdays and at 
Hiawatha on Thursdays, both starting 
at 2:00 p.m. 
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Attendance Matters 

        612-668-4614 (Hiawatha) 
612-668-4645 (Howe) 

It is very important that your children 
attend school every day.  We honor 
students that have perfect 
attendance. Parents are responsible 
for making sure that their child(ren) 
attend school regularly especially 
during the Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessment (MCA) testing times. 
If your child is ill or is going to be late, 
please call the school's 24-hour 
attendance/health assistant line at 
612-668-4614 for Hiawatha and   
612-668-4645 for Howe. 
Tardy Policy: Students who are tardy 
three times in a week or five times in 
a month will receive a letter and an 
attendance summary from the 
school. The intent of the letter is to 
inform parents/guardians and also 
identify if additional support from our 
social worker is necessary to get 
students in class on time. Families 
who continue to be tardy will receive 
additional notices with consequences 

up to and including a meeting with 
the school social worker and 
principal. Please note that leaving 
school early is also disruptive to 
learning and the end of the day 
procedures. 
Family Vacations need to be 
approved by the principal to be 
considered excused.  Please fill out 
the vacation request form found in 
the office or on the school’s web 
page. We ask that you plan family 
vacations during school breaks to 
avoid students missing valuable 
classroom time. Homework will not 
be provided by the teacher for 
extensive absence due to vacation. 
After a vacation/extended absence, 
we will work to catch up students as 
much as possible.   

Health Information 
In case of a sick child or an 
emergency, please call the health 
office/attendance line at 612-668-
4614 for Hiawatha and 612-668-4645 
at Howe as soon as possible. Leave a 
message on the answering machine if 
the call is before or after hours. 

Absences Excused 
Students will be considered excused 
for: 

 elevated temperature 24 hours 
before school begins 

 nausea, diarrhea, or vomiting 
within the last 24 hours 

 early stages of a cold or flu 
especially if there is a continual 
cough 

 serious illness or death in the 
family 

 appointment with doctor, dentist 
or mental health professional 
when an appointment cannot be 
made outside the school day – 
Please provide a doctor’s note 

 religious observances 
Note:  The principal must 
authorize special occasions/or 
trips that may occur during the 
school year. 
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  Absences      Unexcused 
 
Students will not be excused for: 

 Music lessons/recitals 

 Missing the school bus 

 Dance lessons 

 Baby-sitting 
 

      Behavior 
Hiawatha Community School 
Expectations: 

 Come to school on time and ready 
to learn 

 Take pride in yourselves, the 
school and your community 

 Respect yourselves, others and all 
property 

 Be responsible for your behavior 

 Move and act safely throughout 
the building 

 Cooperate with each other and do 
your best 

View the Behavior Policy in full on 
the school’s website. 

 
Bicycles: Both Hiawatha and Howe 
have bike racks for locking bikes up 
and keeping them safe on school 
property.  Parents and students must 
take full responsibility for their safety 
and security when biking to school.  
The school will not be responsible for 
storing the bikes nor is the school 
responsible for any damages, loss, or 
injuries incurred when biking to 
school.  
 
  

    Breakfast 
Through a Federal grant, all students 
may have a free breakfast at school.  
Breakfast is optional for children at 
Hiawatha/Howe. It is served in the 
lunchroom and may consist of a 
cereal, fruit, milk, juice or a 
bread/grain item. 

Bus Transportation          
The Minneapolis Public School 
System provides bus transportation 
to and from school for children who 
are in our transportation area.  
Before school begins, the 
Transportation Department will mail 
out the fall bus schedules.  Only 
pupils and staff assigned to the bus 
may ride the bus.  If you want your 
child to take a different bus or walk 
home after school on an occasional 
basis, please write and date a note. 
These notes are to be given to the 
homeroom teacher.  The note will be 
returned to the student, who will 
then bring the note to the office. The 
student will receive a bus pass, which 
then must be given to the bus driver 
in order to ride a different bus. If you 
have concerns or questions about 
transportation during the school 
year, call Transportation at 612-668-
2300. 

    Bike to School 
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 Riding the school  
       bus is a privilege 
Please review the District’s and 
Hiawatha/Howe’s school bus safety 
rules listed below with your child.  
The school day begins for bus riders 
when they reach the bus stop in the 
morning.  Their day ends when they 
leave the bus stop in the afternoon. 
The MPS Citywide Discipline Policy 
applies at the bus stop and on the 
bus. 

Bus Conduct:      
           Getting on the Bus 
 
At the bus stop, students are asked 
to: 

 Be on time at the bus stop.  
Transportation recommends you 
be 5-10 minutes early. 

  It is recommended that parents 
accompany younger students to 

the bus stop for the first couple of 
days. 

 Board the bus only at your 
assigned pick-up point. 

 Stay back from the curb so that 
you will not accidentally slip and 
fall into the street. 

 Wait for the bus to come to a 
complete stop. 

 Walk appropriately when entering 
or exiting the bus. 

 Take a seat promptly, no moving is 
allowed while bus is in motion. 

 When it is time to leave the bus, 
stay seated until the bus has 
completely stopped. 

     Bus Conduct:   
                While on the Bus        
Follow the driver’s instructions: 

 Keep voices quiet so that your 
driver can hear traffic noises 

 Never put your head, arms, feet or 
any object out of the window 

 When leaving the bus, step onto 
the curb and move away from the 
bus 

 Smoking is banned on the bus 

 If you must cross the street, you 
should walk 10 steps ahead of the 
bus 

    Parent Pick-   
Up after Dismissal    
Hiawatha Campus 
Please pick up and drop off students 
on the 42nd Avenue (west side of the 
building).  This is called the Parent 
Pick-Up Area at Door 8.  Afternoon 
dismissal is at 3:10 P.M.  If you pick 
up your child, please plan to arrive 
at Door 8 by 3:05 P.M. and no later 
than 3:20.  Be prompt, as outside 
supervision will end shortly after 
dismissal.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 
Howe Campus 
Please pick up and drop off students 
on the 43nd Avenue (west side of the 
building).  Afternoon dismissal is at 
3:00 P.M.  If you pick up your child, 
please plan to arrive in the media 
center by 2:55 P.M. and no later 
than 3:10.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 



 6 

     Picking Up 
Students before Dismissal 
Requests to excuse a student from 
school during the school day should 
be made ahead of time by phone, or 
in writing.  Parents who are picking 
up their children early should come 
to the office to sign out the child.  
Parents must sign their child out so 
the school has a record of when the 
child left and with whom. 
If you wish to have someone else pick 
up your child, it is necessary to have a 
written, dated authorization from 
you.  It is also necessary to have the 
person listed on the Emergency 
Referral Card.  The office staff will 
also request to see some 
identification from the person who is 
picking up your child. 
 

   Walkers/Bikers         
The safety of our walkers/bikers is 
also important at Hiawatha/Howe. 

Walker/Biker Rules: 

 Parent Guardian must fill out the 
permission form for your child to 
check-out of school as a 
walker/biker. 

 Go straight to school or home 

 Respect the rights of others 

 Walk/Bike at a comfortable pace 
 

   State of the School 
Address 

During the fall of the school year, we 
will invite all families to learn about 
the MPS curriculum, the MN State 
Standards, classroom expectations, 
and the subjects taught during the 
year.  We will also share the most 
recent information, current data, and 
other school related information. 
 
 

 
 
   
 
Parents will be given opportunities to 
meet with teachers during Fall and 
Spring conferences.  Sign-ups for 
conferences are done electronically.  
More information on how to do this 
will be given to students at the 
appropriate times. 

Dress/Clothing    
We believe that school is the child’s 
place of work and that his/her dress 
should be in harmony with a good 
working situation.  Therefore, we 
recommend the following: 

 Clothing should be appropriate 
and comfortable for the age of the 
student 

 Students should be dressed to be 
comfortable in warm weather 

 Student’s tops should cover past 
their waist.  No short shorts, tube 
tops or muscle shirts (tank tops). 
Saggy pants are not appropriate 
for school.  Pants are to be worn 

 

 
 

Conferences 
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at or above the waist level and 
should be buttoned or belted 

 Students should wear suitable 
outer clothing when it is rainy or 
cold.  Our students go outside for 
30 minutes regularly unless it is 
raining hard or the temperature 
indicates a below -10 wind chill 

 Costumes (especially around 
Halloween) are not considered 
appropriate dress for students.  

 Parent/guardians should label all 
clothing in case they are 
misplaced or lost 

 Written messages on T-shirts 
should be appropriate for school. 

 Outer wear, such as hats, coats, 
gloves, and scarves should not be 
worn inside the building during 
the school day 

 If your child mentions being cold, 
please send a sweater to school 

 Sunglasses are to be worn outside 
only 

 Students are not allowed to wear 
any articles of clothing or jewelry 
that symbolize gang involvement 

 To promote safety, each child 
must wear tennis shoes during 
physical education classes.  If a 

separate pair of tennis shoes is 
kept at school for gym wear, the 
student’s name should be written 
inside the shoes 

Note: Flip flops and platform shoes 
are hard for students to play in on the 
playground. 

Emergency 
Information 
The Emergency Card gives school 
staff vital information in the event 
your child becomes ill or injured 
while at school. Hiawatha/Howe will 
send home our current information 
which will need to be updated and 
returned to school.  If the telephone 
numbers change during the school 
year, notify us of these changes as 
soon as possible.  Accurate 
information is important to provide 
your child with essential care during 
an emergency.  If no one can be 
reached, the school will: 

 Care for your child at school or if 
necessary 

 Send the child to the Emergency 
Room at Hennepin County 
Medical Center with doctor/clinic 
information you provided on your 
emergency card 

It is extremely important that you 
have an emergency plan for the care 
of your child when you are not home 
during the school day.  The school 
does not have the personnel or 
facilities to provide more than the 
minimum of emergency care.  In case 
of an accident or illness at school, you 
will be notified.  Transportation home 
and medical care are the 
responsibility of the parent/guardian. 

Family 
Involvement Activities    
Hiawatha/Howe offers many family 
involvement activities throughout the 
school year. This is a time when 
families and staff can get to know 
one another.  Some examples are: 

 Attending parent/teacher/student 
conferences 

 Participate in PTO 
meetings/events 
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 Family Involvement nights 

 Attending student programs 

 Attending student award 
celebrations 

 Helping with field trips 

 Ensuring that your child comes to 
school and their homework is 
completed 

Watch for the monthly newsletters in 
your child’s backpack.  We invite all 
families to take part in the Family 
Involvement activities, in whatever 
way you can.   
 

Field Trips         
During the school year, classes take 
trips to different events and facilities 
throughout the city that correlate 
with the educational program.  Field 
trips can be an important part of a 
child’s learning experience. They 
enhance concepts taught in the 
classroom and provide the 
opportunity for students to explore 
the world beyond the classroom. 
Students who go on field trips are 

expected to stay with the group at all 
times and follow the directions given 
by the adults in charge. Students who 
cannot manage their behavior at 
school may not be permitted to go on 
field trips unless accompanied by a 
parent. 
Reminder: NO SLIP NO TRIP  
Field trip permission slips are sent 
home with students before any trip is 
taken.  It is very important that you 
sign the slip and return it promptly to 
school. Your child will not be allowed 
to go on a field trip unless a 
permission slip has been signed.   
 

Medications     
 All medications must be delivered 

by an adult to the health office or 
main office. 

 Medications, prescription or over 
the counter medications will be 
given only if a completed 
medication consent form is signed 
by the physician and parent.  

 Any medications administered by 
designated school personnel must 
be in the prescription bottle 
labeled by the pharmacy with the 
child’s name, the name of the 
medication, dosage and time to be 
given. 

  

Library Books &  
  Media Center 

Books and other materials, such as 
magazines and reference materials, 
are available for both classroom and 
personal use.  When your child brings 
materials home, your cooperation is 
requested to see that they are kept in 
a safe place and returned promptly.  
Students will be charged for damaged 
or lost materials.  All fines must be 
paid as soon as possible and before 
the end of the year. 
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Lost and Found 
Hiawatha and Howe have “Lost and 
Found” containers.  Students are 
expected to place all items that they 
find in them.  Urge your child to visit 
the “Lost and Found” container or 
office when something has been lost.  
Please mark your child’s outerwear 
(boots, gloves, hats/caps) and 
lunchbox.  Unclaimed items are 
donated to charity at year end. 
 

Lunch Program – 
Food Service through the 
Nutrition Center   
Minneapolis schools participate in 
the Free Nutrition Program.  Our 
school funding is related to the 
number of free/reduced lunch 
applications processed (not by who 
qualifies).  Please fill out an 
application at SchoolCafe.com even if 
you are not sure that you qualify for 

free meals at school.  Applications for 
free/reduced meals may be sent 
home for each student at the 
beginning of the school year by the 
Nutrition Center.  All applications are 
forwarded to the Nutrition Center 
and parents are notified if they 
qualify for the program.  Students 
may purchase a lunch from school or 
bring a lunch from home.  Lunches 
are paid for one week in advance and 
are based on a five-day period.  You 
may pay on line at SchoolCafe.com    
At the beginning of each school year, 
the prices of the school lunch and 
milk will be sent home. 
Lunch (includes milk): $2.50 
Milk: $0.50 
Adult Lunch: $4.25 
 

Money at School   
Students may bring money to school 
for the following reasons: lunch/milk, 
student pictures, band, sales, 
outreach donations, fundraisers, 
school store, field trips, after school 
plans, or family planned events. This 

money should be placed in an 
envelope with: 

 The child’s name 

 Homeroom number 

 Amount 

 Purpose 
Whenever we ask your child to bring 
money to school, we will send you 
information regarding the purpose of 
such a request.  If a student needs to 
bring money to school for any other 
reason, it should be given to the 
homeroom teacher for safe keeping. 
 

    Newsletters 
The Hiawatha/Howe Newsletter is 
published by the school and is 
emailed or sent home with the 
students.  Newsletters highlight 
important events that are happening 
at school.  In addition, the classroom 
teacher will send home classroom 
updates or communications, which 
spotlight student work and/or special 
classroom events. The Hiawatha 
webpage will also highlight specific 
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happenings and events in the 
classroom. 
 

   PTO Meetings 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
meetings are generally held on the 
second Tuesday of every month from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. at Hiawatha School 
September – December and Howe 
School January - May.  Child care is 
provided to those who need it for 
children ages 3 and up. Contact the 
PTO at (612) 642-1786 or email 
Hiawatha.howe.pto@gmail.com 
 

Parent/Teacher      
ILP Conferences  
Parents can provide support by 
participating in school conferences.  
During the first reporting period, you 
will be invited to attend a goal 
setting ILP (Individual Learning Plan) 
parent/teacher conference about 
your child.  It is important that you 
and your child attend the conference 
to discuss how your child is doing in 
school.  Share information about your 

child that will help the teacher, and 
learn how to help with your child’s 
progress.  You may schedule another 
conference at any time if you feel it 
will help your child. 
 

Crossing Guards   
Students in grades 4 and 5 serve as 
our school patrols or crossing guards.  
Adults may also serve as crossing 
guards.   Students may cross the 
street when the patrol’s flag is down. 
Please note: When the weather is 
severe, the patrols may be outside for 
shorter periods of time or they may 
be called in. 
 

 
           Pets and Playthings  
No pets or toy items are allowed on 
buses or at school without prior 
teacher’s permission for special 
events.  Our general policy is that 
children are asked not to bring any 

toys, sports equipment, fidget 
spinners, Heelys, roller blades, skate 
boards or expensive electronic 
devices, etc. to school.  Playthings will 
be taken from the student if these 
items are brought to school without 
permission.  They may be returned to 
the parent at school or to the student 
on the last day of school.  The school 
is not responsible for any pets or 
playthings brought to school.  For 
safety reasons we state that 
absolutely no baseball bats or hard 
baseballs are to be brought to 
school.  Reminder: The MPS District 
Safety Department and the 
Minneapolis Police Department have 
mandated that toy guns, water guns 
or look-alike weapons not be 
permitted at the school or the park. 
 

   
RECESS/PLAYGROUND  
Hiawatha/Howe staff members are 
supervising the recess periods each 
day.  In case of inclement weather, 
we will have indoor recess.   The 

mailto:Hiawatha.howe.pto@gmail.com
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following code of behavior on the 
playground must be followed: 

 Students are expected to play 
safely 

 Go outside with their class and 
promptly follow directions given 
by any adult 

 Share playground equipment 

 Remain within the defined 
playground area 

 Remain outside, lined up, until a 
teacher or staff comes to get 
them. 

 Ask the teacher or educational 
assistant to get a ball for them, if 
it goes into the street 

 Use acceptable language  
 

  Report Cards    
Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s) are 
discussed at the fall conferences. The 
ILP represents the first report card.  
Other Progress Reports will be sent 
home as well.  These reports identify 
your child’s progress, strengths, and 
academic challenges. 

Room Assignments 
Hiawatha Community School follows 
the Minneapolis Public Schools 
District protocol when making 
placement decisions and room 
assignments.  The factors that are 
considered in order to create 
equitable and balanced classrooms 
include 

 Ethnic and gender balance 

 Special Ed needs 

 Non English speaking students 

 Gifted and Talented 

 Balance of social and emotional 
strengths and needs 

 Physical needs 
The teachers are in the best position 
to create class lists.  They will meet 
and design suggested class lists using 
the criteria above in the spring, for 
the upcoming school year.  Thank you 
for understanding the process used. 
 

Safety –       
   Homeland Security 

In the interest of safety and in 
accordance with the Federal 
Homeland Security Regulations, in 
addition to five fire drills, we will 
have three “Code Red” lock down 
drills this year.  The students will be 
given complete procedural 
instructions by their classroom 
teacher. In essence, the drill takes 
about 5 minutes in which the building 
is secured and all classrooms are 
locked while designated staff moves 
through the halls and check to see 
that all safety procedures are in 
place. The goal is to improve our time 
and security measures to ensure that 
in the event of a real emergency, all 
staff and students know what to do. 
The staff uses developmentally 
appropriate language with the 
children to ensure they understand 
the seriousness of the drill but are 
not frightened. We will have 1 drill 
that will be a “Practice Drill” and 
students and teachers will know 
about ahead of time and the rest of 
the drills are not scheduled. 
Additional information is available 
per parent request. 
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    Site Based       
Leadership Team 
The Hiawatha/Howe Site Based 
Leadership Team meets monthly.  
The site council provides collective 
leadership that helps the school 
identify and develop site specific 
annual goals, and discuss strategies 
for achieving the goals.  The purpose 
of the Hiawatha/Howe Site Based 
Leadership Team is to serve as an 
advisory board to the principal. 
 

 Student Council  
The student council is offered to 5th 
graders and is a viable part of the 
student body.  It sponsors a number 
of activities and events that foster 
service learning and school spirit. The 
Student Council supervisor is Family 
Liaison Lisa Horn. 

     Supplies       
Please check the Hiawatha 
Community School website 
hiawatha.mpls.k12.mn.us  
 

     Telephone    
All office telephones are for business 
and therefore students may use the 
phone only if there is an emergency 
situation.  If a student does use the 
telephone, please remember: 

 Telephone calls must be kept to a 
maximum of three minutes. 

 Arrangements for after-school 
activities should be made prior to 
the end of the school day, not 
made by telephone from school. 

 We request that parent/guardians 
call the school office to notify 
their child regarding home 
emergency situations. 

      Testing  
The Minneapolis Public School 
District has a very rigorous testing 
schedule for our students grades K-5.  
The testing begins in the fall and ends 
in the spring.  We use the data to 
help support academic planning for 
each student.  Our curriculum 
includes the Minnesota State 
Standards which are aligned with the 
MPS District Grade Level Expectations 
and reflected in the report cards. 
Parents/Guardians may choose to 
have their student(s) Opt Out of state 
required standardized testing. Forms 
to Opt Out of testing are on both the 
school and district websites: 
hiawatha.mpls.k12.mn.us  or 
www.mpls.k12.mn.us   
 

    
 Volunteer at School   
Some volunteer opportunities are: 

 Classroom helper 

http://hiawatha.mpls.k12.mn.us/
http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/
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 Media center helper 

 Lunchroom helper 

 Field Trips 

 Howe School Garden 
One-time event helpers are needed 
for: 

 picture day 

 book fair 

 health screening 

 field day 

 staff appreciation 

 fundraisers 

 Move-A-Thon 

 school event support 
 All interested volunteers must go 
through a Volunteer Process.  Please 
contact the school office.  
 

Support and 
Resource Teachers 
Student support services at 
Hiawatha/Howe are: 

 Special Education 

 Social Worker 

 Psychologist 

 Intervention/Achievement 

 DCD Program 

 Talent Development Vision 

 Success Lab 

 Volunteers 

 English as a Second Language (ESL) 
support. 

 Reading Corps 

 Math Corps 
Our programs offer support to 
students and teachers in the regular 
classrooms depending on the need. If 
you are concerned that your child may 
need one of these services, contact 
your child’s teacher or the school 
social worker. They can assist you with 
understanding the referral process. 
 

English as a Second 
Language (ESL) & English 
Language Learners (ELL) 

This program is designed to ensure 
that our students, who come to school 
speaking languages other than 
English, learn and grow to be 
confident, successful citizens.  This 
rich mix of culture and languages also 
offers unique opportunities for all 
students to develop proficiency in 
more than one language, which is a 

definite advantage in a global 
economy. 
 

Talent Development 
Vision 
ALL students recognize and develop 
their talents as well as demonstrate 
significant learning progress as a 
result of appropriately challenging 
enrichment and advance-level 
learning opportunities. 
 
We believe that ALL students at all 
ages have relative talent strengths, 
and the school should help identify, 
develop and understand their own 
special abilities. 
At Hiawatha/Howe School, we will 
provide opportunities for all children 
to develop and demonstrate 
advanced learning behaviors.   

Title 1               
School wide Program 
Howe is a School Wide -- Title 1 
School. Title 1 is a federally funded 
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program designed to provide 
supplemental instruction to students 
who are below grade level in reading 
and math. The goal of the Title 1 
program is to help students reach 
grade level in reading and math as 
soon as possible. To achieve this, 
teachers and educational assistants 
provide supplemental instruction. 
Each student’s progress is carefully 
monitored throughout the school 
year, to increase student 
achievement.  A copy of our SIP 
(School Improvement Plan) is online 
and a copy is available in the office. 
 

Social Worker  
The School Social Worker (SSW) helps 
students individually.  The SSW works 
in small groups to resolve emotional 
and social problems, which could 
interfere with school adjustment and 
the school environment.  The Social 
Worker participates in screening, 
identifying, assessing, and referring 
students in locating/accessing 
community resources and working to 
enhance collaboration. 

The Social Worker is a viable member 
of the Special Education Team. 
 

Special Education      
Special Education serves students 
with disabilities in the areas of 
academics, behavior, communication, 
gross motor, fine motor, visual-
motor, intellectual or 
social/emotional development. 
Hiawatha School has one DCD and a 
Federal Setting 3 claim classrooms. 
Howe has two DCD classrooms. 
 

DCD Classrooms 
DCD classrooms are for students 
identified as Developmentally and/or 
Cognitively Delayed (DCD). Our 
teachers and special education 
assistants are highly skilled 
professionals, who work 
collaboratively with a variety of 
special education professionals to 
ensure that skills are taught, 
practiced, and learned. 
 

 Adaptive Physical 
Education Teacher 
Works with students on 
coordination Serves students in the 
area of expressive and receptive 
language, articulation, stuttering, 
voice and augmentative 
communication skills.   
Also monitors the hearing-impaired 
students. If you suspect that your 
child needs these services, contact 
your child’s teacher or the school 
social worker, who will assist you 
with the referral process. 
and gross motor skills. 
 

Occupational Therapist 
Works with students who have line 
and/or visual motor delays that could 
interfere with classroom work 
 

Physical Therapist 
Works with students who have motor 
delays that could interfere with 
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movement in the building and to and 
from school. 
 

Special Education 
Resource Teacher (SERT) 
Serves students identified as 
requiring special educational 
assistance in the areas of reading, 
math, spelling, writing and behavior 
in a regular education school setting. 
 
 

Speech and 
 Language Clinician 
Serves students in the area of 
expressive and receptive language, 
articulation, stuttering, voice and 
augmentative communication skills.   
Also monitors the hearing-impaired 
students. If you suspect that your 
child needs these services, contact 
your child’s teacher or the school 
social worker, who will assist you 
with the referral process. 
 

School Psychologist 
The school psychologist teams with 
the special education teachers, 
classroom teachers and other mental 
health professionals to ensure that 
every child learns in a safe, healthy 
and supportive environment. School 
psychologists specialize in both 
psychology and education. The core 
services include assessment and 
consultation. 
 

Shared Beliefs 

Our Shared Beliefs we believe in: 

 Student learning as our first 
priority.  Students are at the heart 
of our work; they give our work its 
purpose.  ALL STUDENTS CAN 
LEARN. 

 High standards and expectations.  
We challenge each other to 
exceed the expectations of 
students, staff, families and 
community.  In doing so, we 
continuously raise those 
expectations. 

 Accountability for student 
achievement.  Students, families 
and all Minneapolis Public School 
employees accept mutual 
responsibility and accountability 
for growth in achievement. 

 Trust, respect and caring.  We 
create an environment that is 
respectful, collaborative, affirming 
and dynamic.  We demonstrate 
mutual trust, respect, caring and 
courtesy with one another and the 
public. 

 Our employees.  We recognize 
that the intellect, skills, energy, 
enthusiasm, and effectiveness 
that the staff members bring to 
their work are the District’s most 
valuable assets. We strive to 
remove practices, beliefs or 
organizational systems that hinder 
us in our work. 

 Diversity and integration. We 
believe a complete education 
requires classrooms that are 
diverse and integrated. We 
recognize our differences and 
know that they enrich us. 
Understanding each other is the 
antidote to fear and oppression. 
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We do not tolerate discriminatory 
practices. 

 Change and stability. We 
constantly build skills to adapt and 
improve in response to new 
learning. At the same time, we 
balance the need for change with 
the need to keep what is valuable 
from the past. Change challenges 
us to excel; stability helps us take 
on those challenges. 

 Truth and openness.  We pledge 
to tell the truth. We believe in 
open communication and active 
listening among staff, students 
and families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

District Resource  
             Contacts 
 General Information:     

612-668-0000 

 Superintendent Ed Graff: 
 612-668-0200 

 Area B Superintendent: 
612-668-0121 

 Nutrition Center: 
612-668-2820 

 Student Placement Center: 
612-668-1840 

 Transportation:     
612-668-2300 

 District- New Family Center: 
Spanish, Somali speakers available 
612-668-3700 

 Spanish Speaking Staff: 
612-668-4627 

 Hiawatha/Howe Spanish Line:   
612-668-4629 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MPS School District No.1 
1250 W Broadway 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 


